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The following table lists the books of the self-
proclaimed conservative Paul Johnson. It also
specifies whether they are available in the
electronic form. And if not, it includes the PDF
(Portable Document Format) files of those ebooks.
In this age of historical determinism and intellectual
chauvinism, historian Paul Johnson has given us a
gem of a history of England in A History of
Christianity. Johnson is the George Massey
Professor of Modern History at Oxford University.
With that in mind, | think you will agree, this is a
book you will want to get your hands on to further
your knowledge of history and to understand the
English way of life in greater depth. | would suggest
that you buy a copy for yourself and then buy one
for your history book club. In fact, | would even
suggest that you take one with you when you go to
your local library and get your hands on one of their
copies. With his entertaining books, Paul Johnson
still remains one of the most engaging historians
today. His words still convey his passion and
enthusiasm when he speaks about history and the
place of writing history in contemporary society.
Johnson’s books have influenced many other
scholars of the past and today and he is one of the
most prolific historians alive today. Johnson will
continue to shake our society long after he is gone,
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just as his lives have had an impact on our culture.
Johnson has spent his entire career studying the
Christian West, but he could have well studied each
culture on the planet and even beyond. His work is
original, interesting and highly credible.
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With a quest to explain the modern West in the
broadest sense, Paul Johnsons landmark study is
replete with examples and insights, from the
creation of a new secular worldview in the
Renaissance to the birth of Protestantism in the
Reformation to the rise of capitalism in the West,
from colonialism to the coming of science, and from
the stars to the fall of Rome. Committed to
providing a sympathetic understanding of the roots
of modern culture, Paul Johnsons narrative history
Is uniguely nuanced, elegantly balanced, and yet
intrepidly ambitious, introducing the reader to an
array of challenging and compelling ideas. His
sweeping overview of the rise of modernity, which
Is grounded in an understanding of the actual
world, demystifies our cultural history and clears
the way for a more sensible debate about our
present dilemmas. In addition, Johnsons superb
essay on the history of heresy and dissent in the
West is the first such survey in modern times,
compelling readers to rethink the significance of
the Reformation. But even more so than that, the
sweep and power of the work as a whole, as much
for its portrait of modernity as a whole as for its
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portrait of Christianity, make A History of
Christianity a milestone, a masterwork, anda model
of intellectual rigor, and its lessons of historical
understanding are enduring. Paul Johnsons The
Modern World is the best-seller that has made him
famous, and his masterpiece is A History of the
Modern World, which looks at modernity in the
broadest sense, in all its forms, from the
Renaissance and Reformation to the present.
Johniss work is a tour de force, one of the most
ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever
attempted, and perhaps the most radical. In this
sweepingly ambitious narrative history, Johnsons
attempt is to explain the modern world in the
broadest sense, in all its forms, from the
Renaissance and Reformation to the present.
Committed to providing a sympathetic
understanding of the roots of modern culture, Paul
Johnsons The Modern World is unique, elegant, and
fascinating in its balancing act of covering all the
major events of world history, but also looking at it
from a modern perspective, where the lasting
lessons of Christianity can be traced clearly through
all its transformation. In addition, Johnsons superb
essay on the history of heresy and dissent in the
West is the first such survey in modern times,
compelling readers to rethink the significance of

517



the Reformation. But even more so than that, the
sweep and power of the work as a whole, as much
for its portrait of modernity as a whole as for its
portrait of Christianity, make A History of
Christianity a milestone, a masterwork, and a
model of intellectual rigor, and its lessons of
historical understanding are enduring. Beyond his
much-celebrated, landmark survey of the modern
world, Paul Johnson has written a brilliant and
compelling Biography of Thomas More, a
passionate and judicious treatment of the age of
Shakespeare, and has written a delightful if
controversial-in the light of the evidence-
exploration of the Victorian, and above all, the Bush
White House. Many other books have followed,
always studiously researched, elegantly written,
and frequently controversial. Those volumes are all
to be found on the Penguin Classics list of the titles
included in this Reader. And those volumes should
all be read-no one who loves reading well, and no
one who loves what he reads, will let that go.
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