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of the suckling mouse and the relationship
between blood rotavirus titers and virus
shedding. Newborn mice of two different

strains, Balb/c and DDK, were orally
inoculated with the strain Wa to establish

an acute rotaviral infection. Blood and fecal
rotavirus titers were determined by plaque
assay and the level of viral shedding was
calculated using the plaque-forming units
(pfu)/0.1 ml index. Virus shedding started
at day 2 after inoculation and peaked at

day 3. Rotavirus shedding from animals of
both strains was not sustained at more
than three days. The highest values of

blood rotavirus titers reached on average
10(5.3) pfu/ml at day 5. A weak positive

correlation was noted between the titer of
blood rotavirus and the amount of viral
shedding. Based on the results of virus

shedding, viral titers in blood and stool, we
recommend that virus shedding starts

about 2 days after inoculation of newborn
mice with rotavirus and that the infection
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